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Message 2 — Through The Fire — 11/14/2009

Everyone seems to be going through some sort of trial in their life. Whether it be
from sickness, finances, marriage struggles, or addictions, people are all facing
serious issues or know someone who is going through it.

Today, I'd like to offer a message of hope and encouragement to everyone who
is finding themselves in this place. Even those who seem to have everything
going for them, it could be tomorrow that even you face something of this
magnitude. We are never ‘ready’ per say to face these things, but | want to give
you some of God’s Word so that maybe in your moments of despair, you can
draw strength from God’s promises and know that He can take you through the
fire.

As God’s Children, we know that if we just depend on him to help us through our
troubles, that He will be a very present help, and will, indeed, see us through the
fire. | am reminded of three Hebrew boys that were thrown into a fiery furnace.
They literally went into the fire. They believed that God would take care of them
and that the outcome would be victory because they had God on their side. Sure
enough, they found themselves in the middle of a hot fiery furnace, and who do
you think was there with them? Only the three of them had been thrown in, but
yet, there was a fourth man walking with them in the fire. Praise the Lord! Jesus
was there walking with them right in the middle of their trial! And when the King
called for them to come out of the fire, they walked right out without any evidence
of being burned. Their hairs were not singed. Their garments were unchanged.
They didn’t even smell of smoke. So, God literally took them through the fire!

Isaiah 43:1-3 says, “But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for | have redeemed
you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through
the waters, | will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they
will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For | am the LORD, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

So God’s promises tell us that not only will He take us through the fire, but no
matter what circumstances are in front of us, that He will bring us through them
victoriously. His power is so mighty that he can even bring us through our
troubles without any evidence that we even went through them! We do not have
to be tainted by the things we’ve been through. God’s love, grace, and mercy is



more than enough to wash us white as snow and make us new once again!

His word says that His children have an expected end. Jeremiah 29:11 says,
"For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Praise God! If we can just keep the faith and trust in God, He will see us to a
time of victory in our lives! Psalm 9:10 says, “And they that know thy name will
put their trust in thee: for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek
thee.”

| know it is easier said than done, but don’t be afraid to face your trials if you've
got God on your side. He is faithful and true.

David said in Psalm 23: 4, “Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, | will fear no evil for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.” Deuteronomy 31:6 says for us to “Be strong and of a
good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, He that
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”

And remember, that we as believers always have people watching us as we go
through our trials. People who are lost and desperate; they are looking to us to
see how we handle our troubles. Do we put our faith in God? Do we really let
Him work in our lives? In our circumstances? Does God really give His people
victory? Does our lives show victory and God’s Glory or do we show defeat?

It is important for others to see us believing that God will take us through the fire.
They may not be able to physically see God’s presence in our lives like the King
saw Jesus walking with the three Hebrew boys in the furnace, but they will see
the effects of God’s presence! They will see victory. They will see us brought
through the fire without being burnt! Do you know that the King believed that day
on the true living God after seeing Jesus in the fire with the Hebrew boys? In
today’s society, people are so desperate to find something that will help them
cope with their daily struggles. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could just live our
lives in a way that people could see the victory even in the fire!?

We know that we all have our own problems and God didn’t say that we wouldn’t
have them. But | encourage you to just remember, that He said He would bear
our burdens and give us the help and victory that we need! He is an ever
present help in a time of trouble. Don't try to go through the fire without Him!
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